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Bird’s-Eye View
The bell tower in Knowles Memorial
Chapel provides a glimpse of Rollins’
proximity to downtown Orlando.

PURSUE
Rollins Alumni Travel Program

your desire for
lifelong learning
with fellow alumni.

FLAVORS OF
TUSCANY
October 4–12, 2013

Memories from

Past Journeys
Holidays in
Bavaria & Austria
December 1-8, 2012

Classic Safari
Kenya & Tanzania
September 12-28, 2012

at
View more photoslu mni
a
flickr.com/rollins
LEFT: Eve Jordan, Safari Driver Emmanuel, Alice Thigpen ’86, and Nancy Abelt Randolph ’66;

ABOVE: Bob Stewart ’60, Carol Muir Stewart ’60, Emily Higgins ’12,

RIGHT: John Rice, Pat Rice, Didi Michelson Kirtley ’70, Nancy Abelt Randolph ’66, Elliott

John Folkerth ’11 ’12 MBA , Jim Krisher ’53, Cheryl Nesbitt ’88, Carol

Randolph ’65, Margaret Socey ’68, Alice Thigpen ’86, Ann Hair, Safari Guide Eddie Ongorio,

DuBois ’68 ’71 MBA , and Senior Director of Alumni Relations Leslie

Eve Jordan, Toni Gelotte ’59, and Associate Director of Alumni Programs Elaine Liles

Carney ’03 ’09 MBA ; LEFT: Tom Williams and Carol DuBois ’68 ’71 MBA

Details on
2014 trips

coming soon!
For more information: rollins.edu/alumni/travel • 800.799.ALUM

Talk to Us
Rollins magazine
Email: ljcole@rollins.edu
Phone: 407-646-2791
Write: 1000 Holt Ave. – 2729
Winter Park, FL 32789-4499
Web: rollins.edu/magazine;
click on “Talk to Us”
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From the GREEN

photos by Scott Cook

We’ve Got Spirit!
The Tars spread holiday cheer—and
some Rollins pride—during the 60th
annual Winter Park “Ye Olde Hometown”
Christmas Parade, which was held on
December 1 on Park Avenue.
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Spencer Freeman

A conversation
with the president
Lewis Duncan, Rollins’ 14th President

Rollins Answers the Challenge: Access and Affordability
The demographics of the college-bound population and the economics of higher education are
changing. We asked Rollins President Lewis Duncan what that means to the College.
Q: When people think of Rollins,
it’s usually the residential
undergraduate program, but
that’s less than 60 percent of the
College’s total enrollment. Who
are the rest?
A: The Crummer Graduate
School of Business serves more
than 300 MBA students, both
recent college graduates and
experienced professionals.
The College’s evening degree
program, the Hamilton Holt
School, enrolls another 1,000
students, ranging in age from
17 to 75. Most also work, and a
number are returning to college
after taking time away for their
careers or other obligations. It’s
not unusual for Holt students to
be the first in their families to
earn college degrees—but they’re
frequently not the last.

58%

A&S / CPS

A: The College’s mission states that we are guided by the values and ideals
of the liberal arts ethos. That viewpoint forms the foundation for all of
our programs—Arts & Sciences and Professional Studies, the Crummer
School, and the Holt School. As College units have evolved to fill students’
needs, however, it would be fair to say that our vision has developed
multiple perspectives. Today, we serve students of diverse backgrounds
and varying educational interests, bound by the shared goals of seeking
to live meaningful lives and enjoy successful professional careers.

Q: Some have the impression that Rollins is a school for wealthy students.
What percentage of the current study body receives financial aid?

80%

of Rollins
students receive
some form of
financial aid.

82%
undergraduate

69%
graduate

A: Eighty percent of Rollins students
receive some form of financial aid. While
some of those dollars are federal and state
funds, such as Pell Grants and the Florida
Resident Access Grant, and another
$6.5 million is provided by scholarships
from gifts or endowment, more than $26
million comes directly from the College’s
operating budget.

Q: What proportion of the budget is that?

FINANCIAL AID

28

24

%

10

Q: How do these different programs fit the Rollins vision?

Holt undergraduate

72

%

8%

%
A: More than one-quarter. Next to the cost
of personnel—compensation and benefits,
it’s the College’s largest expense and our
%
fastest-growing expenditure, but the Rollins
community would be very different without it.
Just as we want students who bring us diversity
ALL OTHER EXPENSES
of culture, thought, and talent, we seek economic
diversity as well. The socio-economic diversity of our community enriches
every student’s educational experience. Preserving access to and affordability
of quality higher education remains our greatest economic challenge.

Crummer

Holt graduate

rollins.edu | 5

From the GREEN

ON CAMPUS
November 15

As part of National Philanthropy Day, students
thanked alumni and donors for the impact their
support has made on the campus community.

November 16

Rollins Improv Players
(RIP) perform a long-form
improvised show at the Fred
Stone Theatre.

Yarn Bomb!
November 14

The Central Florida fiber arts
community yarn-bombed
campus. The project was
related to CFAM’s exhibition
The Mysterious Content
of Softness.
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photos by Scott Cook

January 10
Melanne Verveer, then-U.S. Ambassador-at-Large
for Global Women’s Issues, spoke at Rollins about the
strategic advantages of advancing women and girls
around the world.

November 29

Rollins Dancers perform at the Annie Russell
Theatre as part of Attitudes.

Candlelight Vigil
January 21

The Rollins and Central Florida
communities celebrated the life and legacy
of Martin Luther King Jr. with a vigil.

February 27

Azar Nafisi, author of Reading Lolita in
Tehran, spoke at Rollins as part of the Winter
Park Institute and Winter With the Writers.
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On April 2, students and Mr. McGibblets
celebrated Rollins’ favorite furry friend—
and a day off from classes.

JUDY WATSON TRACY

Fox and Friends

From the GREEN

fox

abides

the

The statue of the fox is based on Reynard the Fox, a recurring allegorical character found in
medieval bestiaries. Popular in the Middle Ages, Reynard was famous for his wit, charisma, and
cunningness. According to Rollins professor and medievalist Jana Mathews, “If someone accused
you of being ‘crazy as a fox’ in the 14th century, you’d take that as a compliment!” Here, we offer
seven lessons found in these centuries-old Dutch, English, French, and German fables.

1
2
3
4
5
6
Reynard the Fox’s likeness came to Rollins
in 1934. (Illustration from The Comical
Creatures from Wurtenberg, second
edition, 1851.)
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Do not trust flatterers.
Wisdom is greater than strength.*
What goes around comes around.
To win, you must work hard and play hard.
It is wise to speak the truth.
A forced promise is not a promise at all.
If you go looking for trouble, you’ll find it.
*A sentiment echoed on the Rose Window in Knowles Memorial Chapel
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NER OF THE

Rollins was recently
honored with the
Division II Presidents’ Award
for Academic Excellence
for achieving four-year
academic success rates of
90 percent or more.
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LAURYN FALCONE ’13
become the first Tar to be
named SSC Runner of the Year
and compete at the NCAA Division II
National Championship. She was also
the first Rollins recipient of the NCAA
Elite 89 Award for having the highest
GPA at the championship.
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The
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
team won its second-straight
SSC Championship and eighth in
program’s history. The Tars also
own a conference-record 13 regular
season SSC titles.
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Of
Rollins’ 11 fall
and winter
sports, 9 made
postseason
appearances.
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The
WOMEN’S SOCCER
team won the SSC regular
season title for the third time
in program history and advanced
to the NCAA Tournament for the
fourth-consecutive season.
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S
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MEN’S SOCCER
team won the SSC
Tournament Championship for
the second-straight time. The Tars
became the third school to win
back-to-back titles in conference
history, joining UCF and Lynn University.

A

IM
AUDREY KULA ’16
became the first Rollins’
swimmer to qualify for the
NCAA Division II National
Championship. She swam three
events and earned All-America
honors in the 200-yard butterfly.

R

M
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M
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ING HIST

66
Tars

were named to
the Sunshine State
Conference Fall
Honor Roll.

M

Coaches not
only deliver direction
on the playing field, but also
on life and academics. To honor
the vital role they play in ensuring
student-athletes’ success, two Rollins
trustees have contributed endowed funds
to support head coaching positions.

Excelling in the classroom and on the field

N
RU

T THE H
S A
EL

Y
OR

The Francis H. “Frank” Barker ’52 ’06H
Head Coach for Men’s Basketball
Established by Frank and Daryl Stamm ’53 Barker.

The Howard Boyd Coffie, Jr. ’59 ’64 MAT
Head Coach in Baseball
Created in memory of beloved Coach Boyd
Coffie by David Lord ’69 ’71MBA .

NOTED
Rollins was named a top producer of
Fulbright scholars.
The Crummer Graduate School
of Business launched three new
graduate business programs: Florida’s first
AACSB-accredited executive doctorate in
business administration, a master of science
in management, and a master of science
in entrepreneurship.
Rachel Newcomb was appointed to
the Diane and Michael Maher Chair of
Distinguished Teaching.
Rollins and Fern Creek Elementary
School were recognized by Florida Campus
Compact with the Campus-Community
Partnership Award.
R et i r i ng faculty m e m bers

Larry Eng-Wilmot Chemistry
Lezlie Laws English
Barry Levis History
Charles Rodgers Theater
Eric Shutz Economics
To read tributes, visit 360.rollins.edu.
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Reading ROOM
On Photography
Susan Sontag

dawn roe

The Philosophy
of Photography

Dawn Roe,
photographer
and assistant
professor of
studio art,
discusses five
books that
expand how we
think about—and
understand—
photography and
photographs.

Camera Lucida
Roland Barthes

This book serves as a
meditation of sorts on our
relationship to photographs
and how we make sense of
them in relation to our lives.
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Still a seminal text in many photography
courses, Sontag’s essays on photography
question our sometimes-passive response
to the photographic image and challenge
readers to consider their role in the
process. In the book’s opening essay,
“In Plato’s Cave,” Sontag asserts that
“photographed images do not seem
to be statements about the world so
much as pieces of it, miniatures of reality
that anyone can make or acquire.” At
times critical of both photographs and
photographers (meaning anyone who
picks up a camera), her analyses bring
forth important considerations that touch
upon voyeurism, ethics in photojournalism,
and personal/travel photography in
relation to tourism and spectacle.

This book, the last published before
the author’s death in 1980, serves as a
meditation of sorts on our relationship
to photographs and how we make sense
of them in relation to our lives. It’s an
esoterically written long-form essay that
takes the reader on Barthes’ journey to
determine why certain images are more
poignant than others. Initially, he sets out
to find an image of his deceased mother
that seems to reflect her essential
aspects. Locating this in an image of
her as a young child that he dubs the
“Winter Garden Photograph,” Barthes
begins his process of questioning. This
text includes the noted discussion
of “studium” and “punctum”—two
terms that Barthes uses to distinguish
between images that are competent
and hold our general interest and those
that demand our immediate attention,
bringing us in closer to the image and
provoking a more prolonged interaction.

The Nature of Photographs
Stephen Shore

On the Camera Arts and
Consecutive Matters: The
Writings of Hollis Frampton
Hollis Frampton

The Work of Art in the
Age of Its Technological
Reproducibility, and Other
Writings on Media
Walter Benjamin

This compilation of the writings of
Hollis Frampton offers a glimpse into
the mind of this prolific photographer
and filmmaker, whose life was sadly
cut short in 1984. Deeply concerned
with the larger histories of these
mediums (and their relationship to one
another), Frampton brings the work,
methods, and philosophies of early
practitioners into conversation with
his own practice. Heavily interested
in systems of language, Frampton
often includes literary or textual
references in his work. (He was known
for his eloquent and intricately worded
phrasing both in speaking and in
writing.) Although these essays and
notes may seem esoteric at times, a
close and careful read is worthwhile,
as readers will quickly find themselves
as captivated as Frampton with his
seemingly varied references, all
leading back to the “camera arts.”

While not necessarily a book about
photography, Benjamin’s writings
remain essential to contemporary
considerations of the medium. This
volume is defined by the newly
translated title of the oft-cited essay
earlier known as “The Work of Art
in the Age of Reproduction.” The
publisher’s description states, “This
book contains the second, and most
daring, of the four versions of the
‘Work of Art’ essay—the one that
addresses the utopian developments
of the modern media.” As the title
suggests, Benjamin was concerned
with the technological implications
attached to the dissemination of
images in photographic form and
what this meant for the “aura” of
works of art, as well as how we might
begin to understand photography
as a distinctly reproductive medium.
Although relevant at the time of their
writing, these essays are now seen
as particularly prescient in relation to
rapid advancements in technology
in the decades since, resulting in the
abundance of photographic imagery
we regularly encounter today.

Following up on John Szarkowski’s
The Photographer’s Eye, which
provides a modernist, formal language
of photography (i.e., the detail, frame,
vantage point), Shore’s book uses
similar categories to help define
essential aspects of the photographic
image. An accomplished photographer
and teacher, Shore seems to have
written this book to serve as a starting
point for thinking through his own
work as well as to assist students
and others interested in wading
through the slippery surface of the
photograph in order to find the
meaning underneath. The Nature of
Photographs provides both the reader
and practitioner with criteria that
can be applied to any photographic
image—and is deliberately and
specifically concerned with the
inherent characteristics of this form
of representation.
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by Mary Seymour ’80 | photo by Grover Gardner ’78

Voice of the
Century
When native Pennsylvanian
Grover Gardner ’78 attended high
school in Belgium, he found nothing
on TV to watch—so he turned to
books. Great books. Classic books.
Books that tickled his imagination
and inspired him to read out loud.
Less than a decade later, he turned his bibliophilic Belgian
hobby into a full-time profession. And he turned out to be good at
it: So good that he’s recorded more than 800 audiobooks and been
named one of the “Best Voices of the Century.”
“I studied to be an actor but also worked a fair amount in
radio early on,” Grover says. “When I learned that the Library of
Congress had a whole program devoted to recording great books,
I found a way to audition—and that’s what started it all. Eventually,
the acting tapered off and audiobooks took over.”
Grover, a bespectacled litterateur with a passing resemblance
to the actor Edward Herrmann, has honed his art over more than
three decades. After a prolific freelance career, in 2007 he became
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studio director for Blackstone Audio, where he produces audiobooks
and cherry-picks his own narration projects.
“When I scan the incoming manuscripts, I’ll occasionally hit on
one that speaks to me, and those are the ones I do,” Grover says. He’s
earned the right to be choosy after 800-plus books, not all of them
a joyous reading experience. “Narrating a bad book is torture. Each
sentence is an effort because you know it’s your job to make it sound
positively wonderful.”
That’s where Grover’s acting skills, sharpened as a theater major
at Rollins, have come in handy. In fact, Grover believes stage actors
make the best narrators because they have the requisite qualities:
literateness, a strong voice, experience playing multiple roles, and an
understanding of subtext.
He’s typically wry and understated about his talent. “An
actor friend of mine once wondered aloud how anyone who
talked through his nose so much could get so much voiceover work,” Grover says. “One audiobook critic called my voice
‘sandpaper and velvet.’ I guess it’s as good a description as any. I
think what I bring to the audiobook work is a lot of warmth and
personal interest in the material, and that’s what’s reflected in
the voice.”
One challenge is not letting his emotions interfere with the
recording session. “I love books that make me cry or laugh out loud.
The problem is you have to control that in the booth; otherwise
you’re ‘commenting’ on the material instead of letting the listeners
have their own reactions.”

Grover
Gardner
’78

Asked to name the books he’s most enjoyed narrating, he describes
Richard Rhodes’ The Making of the Atomic Bomb as “probably the best
book I’ve ever read about anything.” Other favorites include Rafael
Yglesias’ A Happy Marriage and Thomas Trofimuk’s Waiting for
Columbus. His all-time favorite: The Kindly Ones by Jonathan Littell.
“It’s a brutally dark and grueling journey, and very few people get all
the way through it. I loved every minute of it.”
He pauses with an actor’s impeccable timing. “I don’t know what
that says about me.”
In his off time, he’s a devoted audiophile and music collector
with a penchant for building vacuum tube amplifiers from scratch.
He devotes zero time to drinking honey-thickened tea or placing
steaming bath towels around his neck. “No, I’m terrible about
taking care of my voice. Cigarettes, coffee, martinis. Everything
you’re not supposed to do.”
Grover’s wife, Tanya Perez, also works for Blackstone, doing
research and audiobook proofing. The two met years ago during a

theater production in which Tanya was a technician and Grover an
actor. “It was a show we both hated. We were so bored we decided to
start going out,” Grover recalls.
“That, and I didn’t want to go home and change into a
costume for a Heaven and Hell Halloween party,” Tanya adds.
“Grover provided a much more pleasant alternative in going out
to drink Scotch.”
The couple lives in Medford, Oregon, with their 9-year-old
daughter, and Grover doesn’t foresee much change to the dream he’s
already living.
“I still love narrating after all these years, and every book is a
fresh challenge,” he says. “It’s a comfortable living at this point, and
my daughter thinks it’s cool. What more can you ask?”

Listen to Grover read a selection from Stephen King’s The Dark Half at
rollins.edu/grovergardner
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chapter & verse

By M au r e e n Ha r m o n

I’ve always wanted to read the Bible.

Design by Lure Design, Inc.

To sit down and really read it. But it’s tough to pinpoint why. Does it stem
from a sincere effort to understand the Catholic faith, in which I was
raised? A wish to find some sort of spiritual peace? A way to convince myself
that heaven is real when many are proclaiming that 20 little kids from
Connecticut are there now, playing happily? Or is it the fact that I’m a
sucker for a good story? And let’s face it, the prophets tell a hell of a story.

It’s got to be a good book in order to keep
more than 2 billion Christians engaged. While
Christians rely on the Bible, they interpret it in
multiple ways, as do the more than 13 million
Jews worldwide who rely on the Torah (the Old
Testament) for their faith.
There are the biblical literalists—those who
Lit. 1.3
believe that Mary was a virgin, that water can
be turned to wine, and that high on a hill God
handed Moses the Ten Commandments. Or as
Patrick Powers, dean of the Chapel, says “Who
believe that what you see is what you get. And
what you get is God’s inerrant word.”
There are the mystical and metaphorical
Met. 1.4
and allegorical readers—those who look for
the “point behind the point, the truth behind
the words,” Powers says, and work hard to
figure out what God is trying to reveal to us.
There are historical readers, who read the
Bible as a cultural document. “Historical readers
believe that in order to understand the words of
scripture,” says Powers, “you have to understand
when it was written, to whom it was written, and
the cultural/historical world it was written in.”

And then there are those who blend one
or two kinds of interpretations, such as the
historical-metaphorical readers.
This much is true: Reading the Bible is an
experience that largely depends on the person
reading the text. “We’re not just looking at some
tabula rasa, a person who can be impressed,”
Powers says. “Readers have already received
impressions, behaviors, role modeling.”
A reader might be a prisoner serving a life
term. A single mother of four. A rape victim.
A family man. A third-grader. A Muslim. A
Christian. A Jew.
Here’s what this reader looks like: I’m the Me 1.9
wife of a proclaimed atheist (who’s really an
agnostic when times get tough); a feminist who
finds comfort in the traditional; an organized,
list-making couponer, who would desperately
like to play the guitar and learn to sleep in
without guilt; a child of divorce whose dad was
in the seminary and whose mother taught at
a Catholic school for 26 years; a sister to three
brothers and two half-sisters; and a mother of
two boys.
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My mother embraces both metaphorical and literalist readings:

Adam and Eve? A story. The Earth in seven days? Not likely.
Jesus’ death for our salvation? Of course.
Borg 2.1

I

reach out to Marcus Borg for
advice on reading the Bible. He
knows a thing or two about this.
He is a canon theologian at Trinity
Episcopal Cathedral in Portland,
Oregon, and the author of Reading the Bible
Again for the First Time and the New York Times
best-seller Jesus: Uncovering the Life, Teachings
and Relevance of a Religious Revolutionary. Borg,
who spoke at Rollins in February, has studied
the Bible for more than 50 years, though he
admits he’s never read it cover to cover. He’s one
of those historical-metaphorical types, which
means he tries to look at biblical stories in the
context of ancient Israel and within the context
of the early Christian church. And that’s key for
him: “Context, context, context.”
Yudit Greenberg, director of the Jewish Studies
Program and the George D. and Harriet W. Cornell
professor of religious studies at Rollins, puts it this
way: “It’s not an easy read.” Remember, she says,
the Bible is a translation. “You’ll get a different
interpretation depending on the translation you
pick.” You’ll also get a different interpretation
depending on the faith with which you approach it.
Muslims believe that the scriptures on which
Mus. 2.3 the Bible is based contained true revelations
from God, but that corruptions of those texts
(either intentional or accidental) have rendered
the Bible unreliable. So Muslims turn to the
Quran, which they believe contains original
revelations revealed directly to the prophet
Muhammad, to support their faith.
To Christians, the Old Testament, a book of
teachings, exists to foreshadow the New Testament,
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which recounts the life of Jesus. But to the Jewish
faith, the Old Testament is the sacred Torah,
teaching how to serve God and live a better life.
Greenberg mentions the creation story,
which is key to the Christian faith, as an
example. To Christians, it introduces the idea
of original sin, and scholars over the years
have transformed that serpent from a snake
to a representation of Satan. But to Jews, this
story is about the power of temptation and the
consequences of free will.

I

remember asking my mother about
the story of Adam and Eve when
I was a child. A devout Catholic,
my mother had gone to a Catholic
college, which gave her a semi-liberal
spin on some aspects of her religion. One belief
she held was that the Good Book was full of
wonderful and tragic stories that were written to
document history—and to teach us. She told me
that the story of Adam and Eve served to illustrate
the power of good and evil. “It was an attempt to
explain how God made us. That’s how I would
have explained it to you as a child,” she tells me
today. “It was written to express the essential
truth that we and all of nature were created by
God, and this was the writer’s way of explaining
that truth so that we could comprehend it.” The
means by which God created the world, and
how long that took—seven days (creationism)
or 7 billion years (evolution)—is irrelevant to
my mother. The truth that she holds is that God
created us and “that’s the important part of the

Mom 3.1

story,” she says. She embraces both metaphorical
and literalist readings: Adam and Eve? A story.
The Earth in seven days? Not likely. Jesus’ death
for our salvation? Of course.
O.test. 3.2
It’s not difficult to see why the Jesus stories
are easier to believe, in a literal interpretation,
than the Old Testament stories. First of all, says
Greenberg, we have no evidence—archaeological
or otherwise—to support many of the narratives
in the Old Testament. “In Egyptian records,”
says Greenberg, “there’s no record of the
Hebrews. You’d think if they were so important
at the time, there’d be some record of them.”
Borg tells me to think about the language in the
creation story. “The Adam and Eve story has
a talking snake, magical trees—the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, the tree of life,” he
says. “If we ran into those details in any other
body of literature, we, of course, would say, ah,
these are symbols.” And there’s still plenty to
contend with in the New Testament, too, such
as the Virgin Birth and Jesus’ walking on water.
Some readers, Jewish or Christian, can put the
historical facts aside; others cannot.

B

arry Levis, a Rollins professor
of history who specializes in
the history of Christianity, uses
his research to grapple with
the stories in the Bible that
puzzle him. One is a parable about the
kingdom of heaven—the story of a king who
readies a banquet for his son. He becomes
angry with the nobility, his original guests, and
“destroys” them for a number of atrocities. He
then instructs his servants to invite anyone they
can find. One invitee, a man, is dressed too
casually for the formal occasion, so the king
tells his servants, “Tie him hand and foot, and
throw him outside, into the darkness, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
The tale ends this way: “For many are invited,
but few are chosen.”
Levis just couldn’t wrap his mind around
Levis 4.2
the importance of the dress code. “I had a hard
time believing that it mattered whether his coat
came from Brooks Brothers or Walmart,” he
says. “There are many versions of this particular
Gospel of Mark. They have been hand-copied
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“Some might say ‘My God! Jesus healed

a blind man.’ But a metaphorical reading is
that Jesus opens our eyes, even now.”

Disc. 4.3

Gosp. 4.5
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over the centuries.” Powers adds that
there are no originals that we know of,
and “scribes had not only the freedom in
translating, but in editorializing.”
Levis also points to the many
discrepancies within the Bible. For
example, Matthew and Luke both have
Jesus’ birth taking place in Bethlehem,
but, says Levis, “they get him there in
different ways.” Levis compares the Age
of Enlightenment—which he describes
as the start of biblical skepticism—to the
many interpretations of today. “There
were a lot of questions about the miracles
of Jesus,” he says, “but lots of theologians
just didn’t talk about them much.”
Even so, there are plenty of literal readers
who believe it happened just as the book says
it happened. About half of all Protestants,
says Powers, belong to churches that teach a
literal reading of the Bible. Borg points to the
Creation Museum and the Ark Encounter
theme park, not to belittle their beliefs, but
to show the sheer numbers. The museum
is thriving, and the Encounter is on its way
to raising $24.5 million to build a real ark,
donated one peg and board at a time.
Borg references the three stories in the
Gospels that tell of Jesus giving sight to the
blind. A biblical literalist may believe that
Jesus, a miracle worker, made blind men see.
But Borg references the choice of language,
especially in the Gospel of St. John. “John
says this about Jesus: ‘I am the light of the
world,’ ” Borg says. “It’s also in that story

that we hear the great line about ‘I was
blind, but now I see.’ ” He goes on: “Some
might say ‘My God! Jesus healed a blind
man.’ But a metaphorical reading is that
Jesus opens our eyes, even now. That he’s
light in our darkness. Jesus is the one who
enables us to see.”
Greenberg points to the story of God
God 4.6
calling upon Abraham to leave his country.
The wording differs slightly depending on
the translation, but the gist is: “Leave your
country and your people,” God said, “and
go to the land I will show you.” Greenberg
explains that in the Hebrew Bible, the
words God uses are “Lech-lecha.” Lech
means, simply, “go.” So a literalist might
read this part of the Torah as God giving
Abraham a simple order. But that second
“lecha” complicates things a bit, Greenberg
says. It can mean “go thee,” but it also
means “go to yourself.” In other words, says
Greenberg, “Don’t just go to the land that
I show you. Go inward and get in touch
with who you really are at your core.”
That’s part of what reading the Bible
is about: figuring out who you are and
what you believe. Greenberg points to
one that largely has Jews and Christians
in agreement, the story of Abraham and
Isaac. And it’s a tough one for anybody—
any parent, especially—to read and
understand. After testing Abraham in a
series of trials, God says, “Take your son,
your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and
go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him

Abr. 4.8

there as a burnt offering on a mountain
I will show you.” Abraham nearly goes
through with it, holding a knife to Isaac’s
throat to prove his devotion. He only
stops at the sound of an angel’s voice
calling him off in the name of God.
“Rabbis and interpreters have really
wrestled with this story,” Greenberg says.
“What kind of a command was this?”
Literalists would say it happened just as it
was written, angel and all. Others might read
the story metaphorically, that sometimes
we need to sacrifice the things we love in
order to please God. One thinker speculated
that Abraham lost his mind that day.
Greenberg points to another metaphorical
interpretation. “For commentators
throughout the centuries, the story was a
metaphor for the martyrdom of Jews,” she
says. “Especially during times when they
were continually persecuted.”

B

Hel. 5.2

ut what would it all look
like? The Abraham and
Isaac story, like many
others in the Bible, made its
way onto canvas. Much
of our knowledge and interpretation of the
Bible comes from art, explains Ena Heller,
Bruce A. Beal director of the Cornell Fine
Arts Museum. An expert in biblical art, she
came to Rollins from New York City, where
she was founding director of the Museum of
Biblical Art. “For religious art, you need to
know its story, what the symbolism is, how
people would have looked at it in the century
it was made,” Heller says.
In a recent lecture at Rollins, Heller
explained the differences between the
Jewish and Christian interpretations of
the same story. A painting created through
a Christian lens, Andrea del Sarto’s
The Sacrifice of Abraham, for example,
might use imagery and symbolism to
foreshadow the crucifixion of Christ
and God’s own turmoil in sending
his only son to die. A Jewish aesthetic
interpretation of the same story puts

the focus on Abraham’s and Isaac’s
martyrdom, as is seen in the sixth-century
mosaics of Beit Alpha in Jerusalem.
To Greenberg, the message is universal.
“It’s a story of the struggles with and power
of faith,” she says.

F

aith. That’s the complicated
part, a lifetime journey
of reading and thought
and prayer, I suppose.
That’s why I’m reading
parts of Exodus, which include the story
of Moses leading his people to freedom
and the Passover stories. It is, as Greenberg
promised, tough reading.
I realize in conversation with Heller that Faith 6.2
much of the iconography that I associate
with the Bible didn’t come from the Bible
at all. “There wasn’t enough detail for
artists to embellish their work, so they
went to legends of the saints, post-Bible
writings, meditations, mystical writings of
the Middle Ages,” says Heller. “[Christian
art] is embroidering on the skeleton of
the narrative that the Bible gives you.”
The famous Pietà, or “suffering
mother,” a sculpture by Michelangelo,
depicts the Virgin Mary cradling
the dead body of Christ, a scene not
documented in the Bible. “Yes, she was
there at the Crucifixion,” Heller says.
“But there was no Mary lifting the body
and cradling it. That image came from
a number of writings in the Middle
Ages.” The images, says Heller, were
created to emphasize the suffering of
Christ, so people could relate to it.
Now, I reflect on the Pietà differently— Pietá 6.4
as a mother of two boys. And I come to
this conclusion: If one of my boys were to
die before I do—God, please, forbid—I
would cradle that child or man to my
chest if I had the chance. It would take
armed guards to pull him away from me.
So, while the story of the Pietà may not
have been written in the Bible, I absolutely
believe it to be true.
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Playing Ketchup
Laila Carroll Bowden ’90 had no intention of getting into the food business.
Knee-deep in the business of being a mom, she was more interested in
getting her three kids to eat vegetables than coming up with her grocery
store’s next big thing.
Ironically, it was in her role as a mom that the light bulb
flickered on.
“I was sitting with my friend, Erin Rosen, and we were both
lamenting about how our kids had stopped eating vegetables,” says
Laila, who majored in psychology at Rollins and married fellow
alumnus Bobby Bowden ’90. “Our pediatrician had recommended
that we start adding pureed vegetables to things like pizza sauce.
All of a sudden we thought, hey, let’s add them to ketchup. Our kids
douse everything with ketchup.”
The epicurious duo headed to the kitchen. Using a Heinz
ketchup recipe they found online, they started experimenting with
adding vegetable purees that wouldn’t overpower the ketchup flavor.
“We were like Lucy and Ethel, I swear. We had ketchup all over us,”
says Laila, who gave samples of their covert concoction to friends to
try. “They all said they loved it. We felt like we were on
to something.”
Spurred on by the encouragement of friends and a whynot attitude, the pair of stay-at-home moms homed in on their
final recipe, secured space in a commercial kitchen, and started
ordering bottles, printing labels, and creating relationships with
organic farms. By the end of 2008, Krazy Ketchup had gone from
brainstorm to bottle. Organic, low in sodium, sweetened with
agave, and packed with sweet potato, squash, and carrots, an
alternative to America’s No. 1 condiment had arrived.
It was time to hit the pavement.
“There is a little store in Malibu called Pacific Coast Greens.
I walked in there with the ketchup and said, ‘I think you should
carry this. We’re local,’ ” Laila recalls. “The manager asked for a
few changes but then ordered a couple of cases. I would drive there
monthly and deliver more.”
A friend brought a bottle into another store and they loved it, so
they started distributing there as well. Soon they met a food broker,

who helped them get into a 14-store chain. “It was growing at a
comfortable and consistent pace, just as we planned.”
In 2010, Laila was passing a Whole Foods Market after a yoga
class and decided to just go for it. After suggesting they carry the
ketchup, Laila says, “They invited us to come in and do a tasting,
and they loved it.” Eight months and a fair amount of hurdlehopping later, Krazy Ketchup was green-lighted for all Whole
Foods stores in the Pacific South region.
Today, it can be found in roughly 250 stores, including
45 Whole Foods, 165 H-E-B stores in Texas, and a few dozen
specialty stores across the country. Laila and Erin also take orders
online and ship them anywhere in the U.S.
The next chapter for Laila and Erin is getting Krazy Ketchup
into schools across the country. With people like chef Jamie Oliver
in their corner, that doesn’t seem so impossible. “Jamie Oliver’s
team found us and loved our product, and now he uses our
ketchup as a teaching tool and on his Food Revolution truck,” says
Laila, who aligns with Oliver’s belief that if you teach kids about
healthy eating, the obesity and diabetes epidemic can be thwarted.
Laila and Erin are also ready to grow. “We went from making
200 bottles a year in 2008 to making 10,000 a year in 2012. We
really need to take it to the next level because we are growing at
a pace that is exciting but also scary,” notes Laila. They’re on the
lookout for the right investor, and they recently hired a publicist
to increase their presence in Texas.
“Never in a million years did I think I would have helped
create a product and taken it where we have taken it,” Laila says.
“I love having my children see how you can create something
and bring it to fruition. Yes, they see me struggling and stressed
at times, but I think it’s a good lesson for them to see me face
challenges and still persevere.”
KrazyKetchup.org
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S T A T S
Affiliation:
NCAA Division II
Conference:
Sunshine State
Conference
Accomplishments:
23 National Championships
66 Sunshine State
Conference Championships

A coach reaching 600 wins is cause for
celebration. Two coaches from one school in a
single season is reason to take note. But three
coaches reaching that number—all within weeks of
each other? Well, that’s one for the history books.
In January, men’s basketball head coach Tom
Klusman ’76 ’78MBA became the first to join the
club—a feat shared by just 15 coaches in NCAA
Division II history.
A few weeks later, softball head coach Michelle
Frew reached No. 599 and No. 600 during a
doubleheader.
And then it happened again: Women’s
basketball head coach Glenn Wilkes made a fast
break during the Sunshine State Conference
Tournament in March. The win made him the
ninth head coach in Division II history to reach
the milestone.
Their stories—and this milestone—offer
examples of the dedicated leaders behind the Tars’
continued success.

“What the heck have I gotten myself into?”
It was 1995, and Michelle Frew was the new women’s softball coach—the program’s
first full-time coach, in fact, for a team that had previously disbanded due to lack of
interest. She had no scholarships to offer and no home field. The Tars used the Winter
Park High School field for fall practice and the old naval base field (what is now Baldwin
Park) for games in the spring. That field was so unkempt that Frew met opposing
coaches in the parking lot to apologize beforehand.
In her interview for the position, Frew recalls the athletic director telling her,
“We’re not expecting anything big. You really just need to compete.” She thought,
“This is crazy.”
She had just moved from nearby Ft. Myers, where she’d been coaching at Edison
Community College. Her husband hadn’t moved to Central Florida, and they were
trying to determine which job opportunity would pan out best. Frew couldn’t imagine
that it would be hers.
She called her husband nearly in tears: “What the heck have I gotten myself into?”
Her first year at Rollins, the softball team didn’t finish last. They went 22–27—not a
good record, but the best in the program’s history. The next year, the team recorded its
first winning season, going 28–16 and placing fourth in the Sunshine State Conference
(SSC). In year three of Frew’s tenure, the team won 34 games and finished third in the
SSC, and she was named SSC coach of the year.
The ball was rolling.
And then she quit.
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S T A T S
NAME:

Michelle Frew

Alma mater:

Eckerd

Years coaching: 17 (1996-98)
(2000-)

Record:

617–269*

SSC Regular Season
Championship Titles:

3

NCAA Tournament
APPEARANCEs:

7

*as of 4/8/13

Besides coaching softball, Frew was also the assistant
coach for the women’s basketball team. She and her
husband were trying to start a family, and her doctor said
something had to give. She asked Rollins if she could give
up basketball. “Rollins wasn’t prepared to do that,” she says.
So she resigned. Her hiatus lasted only a year. Rollins
called and said she could be just the softball coach if she
returned. “I couldn’t wait to come back.”
And come back she did. Her departure cost the
program some momentum, but by 2002, the Tars banked
a school-record 36 wins and their first winning record in
division play. In 2004, the team broke the 40-win barrier,
another school record, and received the program’s first
invitation to the NCAA championship.
That year, they even got their own dedicated, state-ofthe-art field at Lake Island Park (now Martin Luther
King Jr. Park), which is still considered among the best
in the conference.
This upward trajectory wasn’t always linear;
there were seasons when the team didn’t perform
up to expectations. But the trend was clear: 2006,

45 wins; 2007, 41; 2008, 39; 2009, 47. That year,
the Tars won their first SSC championship.
Heading into this season, the team has four straight
40-win years, three straight SSC championships, and has been
consistently ranked among the best programs in Division II.
To cap it all off, on February 24, Frew won her 599th and
600th games at Rollins in a decisive doubleheader against
Fort Valley State University.
For all her program’s accomplishments, there’s one
thing Frew hasn’t won yet—a national title. “Someone told
me once we’d never win a conference championship,” Frew
says. “We’ve done it three times in a row.”
Indeed, in 1995, no one expected her to piece together
winning seasons, much less a string of 40-win years, much
less three-straight SSC titles, much less being nationally
ranked. So when she says her team will compete for a
national championship, you get the sense that this is less
an aspiration than something Frew will make happen, by
force of will alone if necessary.
After all, as Frew says, “Everything people said we
couldn’t do, we made it happen.”
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Sometimes, when you look back on your life, things just seem to have fallen into place.
Except you didn’t know it at the time. Back then, the world was a jumble of youth and
inexperience and indecision, the future a kaleidoscope of untraveled roads and unopened
doors—endless possibilities tempered by the anxiety of uncertainty.
And so it was for Tom Klusman ’76 ’78MBA. In just a few short years, he’d become the
men’s basketball head coach at his alma mater, a position he still holds today. But in 1976,
Klusman was one of three graduating seniors from Rollins’ basketball team at a year-end
banquet. The banquet was attended by Larry Guest, an Orlando Sentinel-Star sportswriter.
When asked by Guest what he wanted to do with his life, Klusman replied that he
wasn’t sure.
“Would you like to coach?” Guest suggested.
Klusman demurred. “Maybe.”
In the next day’s paper, Guest announced that Klusman, who’d racked up 1,006
points and 352 assists in his collegiate career, wanted to coach. That, at least in Klusman’s
recollection, proved better prophecy than accurate reporting.
Following a stint as assistant coach at Winter Park High School, Klusman assisted coach
Mark Freidinger at Rollins. Klusman was promoted to head coach in 1980 and won his first
game against Webber College, a 95–73 victory.
Thirty-three years and nearly 1,000 games later, Klusman claimed victory No. 600 when
the Tars beat Florida Tech 74–62.
That isn’t to say it’s always been a smooth ride. In fact, his run almost ended before it
began. In April 1982, after his second season, a College committee recommended firing him
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NAME:

TOM KLUSMAN

Alma mater:

ROLLINS

Years coaching:

33 (1980-)

Record:

609–341

SSC Regular Season
Championship Titles:

8

NCAA Tournament
APPEARANCEs:

8

due to disagreements with the athletic director. Klusman
was just 28 years old and very green; he’d made mistakes,
sure. But the school rallied behind him, and the College’s
administrators relented.
Klusman has never looked back. “I thought I was very
prepared to be the head coach,” he says now. “After a year, I
realized there’s so much I [didn’t] know.”
His record speaks for itself: 609 wins, 8 NCAA Division
II regional tournaments, a trip to the Elite Eight, and
five All-Americans. He’s been named Sunshine State
Conference Coach of the Year six times and the National
Association of Basketball Coaches’ South Region Coach of
the Year twice.
It’s not surprising, then, that he’s had offers at Division
I schools. But Coach Klusman never made that leap.
“I love basketball,” he explains. “But it’s not my whole
life. To go to Division I, it has to be your whole life.”
Klusman prefers a quiet coaching style, employing
a gentler method of reproach that more often than not
involves wrapping his arm around a player’s shoulder.
Once, a senior asked him why he wasn’t harder on his
guys. “In four months you’re going to be out in the real

world,” he replied. “Your boss isn’t going to scream at you
to get your work done. You’re either going to do it, or you’re
not going to do it.”
It’s not that he’s imperturbable. Of course he wants to
win. But that’s not all that matters.
“I’m not just a coach,” he says. “I’m trying to prepare
[players] for life after here, after college. This is all part of
what we’re trying to teach these kids.”
There are, indeed, some things more important than
basketball. Of all the statistics he’s accumulated, this one
seems the most important: Of the hundreds of studentathletes he’s recruited and coached over the last 33 years,
all but a very few have earned their degrees.
But ask Klusman about his favorite memory, and he
won’t single out an NCAA tournament win or the euphoria
that comes with an overtime buzzer-beater. Instead, he’ll
reply: “They’ve been great games, great players. But there’s
no doubt in my mind it’s the relationships that are far and
away the best experience I’ve ever had.”

Before Glenn Wilkes Jr. there was, of course, Glenn Wilkes Sr.
The elder Wilkes is the kind of guy local sportswriters refer to as “legendary.”
Between 1957 and 1993, Wilkes Sr. netted 571 wins as the men’s basketball coach
at Stetson University in DeLand, Florida. He’s also been a scout for the Los Angeles
Lakers, the assistant director of the Michael Jordan Flight School basketball camp
in California, and an author of more than seven books about basketball.
In other words, Glenn Wilkes Sr. is a big deal.
In 1986, Glenn Wilkes Jr. was a salesman, and a good one. But he had been away from
basketball for several years, ever since he’d played for his dad and then spent a year as his
graduate assistant at Stetson. He had an itch.
The Rollins College women’s basketball team, meanwhile, needed a head coach. “It’s not
exactly like people were knocking down the door to coach women’s sports,” Wilkes says. He
accepted the job of interim head coach, and his first task was to wrap his brain around his
father’s considerable legacy.
“I was going to have to confront the reality that my dad is considered to be—he’s so well
respected as a coach,” Wilkes says. “He’s built quite a body of work.”
Wilkes figured he’d be at Rollins for a year or two before moving on to coaching
men’s basketball. Given his pedigree, it was what everyone expected, especially when he
started winning.
“Even now, people ask me, ‘When are you going to coach the men?’ As if that were some
sort of advancement,” he says. “That was one of the biggest reasons I stayed in. The more
people asked about men, the more I wanted to coach the women.”
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STETSON

Years coaching:

27 (1986-)

Record:

603–198

SSC Regular Season
Championship Titles:

13

NCAA Tournament
APPEARANCEs:

13

And yet, he never left for a bigger program or a fatter
paycheck. (In fact, it was only a couple of years ago that his
coach’s salary equaled what he made as a salesman—27
years ago.) “The only reason I could see to leave,” he says,
“is more money or the ego.”
And while men’s basketball gets the attention, Wilkes
says, “I don’t see any difference in the skill level between
men and women.” As his father recently put it, “Coaching
is coaching. Gender doesn’t matter.”
A few hours before the Tars headed to Ft. Lauderdale,
Florida, for the NCAA tournament, Wilkes sat in his
second-floor office in the athletic department, reflecting on
what win 600 meant.
“It dawns on you that you’ve been at the business a long
time, and you’ve coached a lot of people,” he says. “It forces
you to reflect, to think a little bit more about the past than
the future. As a younger coach, you can barely enjoy a win
for worrying about the next one. As an older coach, it’s
more about the journey than the destination.”

mike carlson

In the Tars’ first season with Wilkes as coach, they
went 21–6. The next year they posted a record 26–3 and
won their first SSC title. Over Wilkes’s first 10 seasons, the
team went 206–79 and won four SSC championships. Not
coincidentally, Wilkes was named SSC coach of the year
four times during that stretch.
The accolades and accomplishments kept pouring in:
In 1995, the program received its first NCAA postseason
tournament invite, with 12 more since. They’ve achieved
27 consecutive winning seasons and 20 seasons with 20
wins; six All-Americans (one of whom, Kim Tayrien ’89,
became his wife); four SSC players of the year; and 13 SSC
regular season titles and eight conference tournament
championships. In 2007, the SSC named Wilkes the top
coach of the conference’s first 25 years. And last year, the
Tars made their first appearance in the NCAA Division
II Elite Eight and Final Four, and were ranked as high as
fourth in the nation.
His winning percentage (he ended the season at
603–198) is among the best of all time in Division II.

Alumni PROFILE

by Katherine Johnson | photo by Jackie Earhart

In the Loop
Greg Selkoe ’96 was working as an urban planner in Boston when karma
struck. While helping a friend sell ads for an electronic music magazine
during his free time, he noticed an emerging trend in underground
clothing lines: The clothes were only available in large cities like New
York and Los Angeles. So Greg decided to create an online marketplace to
bring cutting-edge underground and celebrity streetwear to the masses.
Even though the timing wasn’t ideal for a new dot-com, Greg launched
Karmaloop—now a multimillion-dollar fashion empire—from the confines
of his parents’ basement. It was 2000, and Greg was 25 years old.
What began as a hobby slowly gained momentum as orders
trickled in, and the business grew. Greg and his wife, Dina,
managed orders and developed marketing while they lived
with Greg’s parents and attended Harvard: He graduated
with a master’s degree in public policy; she graduated from
law school.
Greg admits he did not have a fallback plan, and despite severe
financial setbacks, he was adamant that his idea would succeed.
With a “failure is not an option” mantra, he reached out to two
of the biggest names in retail sales for knowledge, advice, and
capital investment.
“I was fortunate to be introduced to Sam Gerson, who was former
chairman of the board of Filene’s Basement. This guy was really
impressed with the concept, [but] not really impressed with how I
was running it,” Greg says with a laugh. “He said, ‘I will teach you
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how to be a retailer.’ ” Later, he met Frank Estey, who led the growth
of Marshall’s department store; other investors followed.
Greg attributes the longevity of the Karmaloop brand to
choosing an unconventional college major, anthropology.
“Everything is about human interaction, especially the business
I am in. What motivates people to do stuff is very much an
anthropologic perspective of things,” he says.
With perseverance and passion, Greg grew Karmaloop into a
success story, with estimated sales of $230 million this year in more
than 35 countries. While Karmaloop.com features more than 300
clothing labels for men and women, the company’s brand has achieved
its own success. A cross-platform of media entities includes blogs,
music, and a members-only online boutique that features limited-time
sales. KarmaloopTV, a 24-hour online video channel, offers exclusive
interviews with designers, artists, and musicians.

Greg
Selkoe
’96

Unlike many CEOs, Greg maintains a visible presence within
his company, interacting with customers via the customer
service line and email. He also blogs for The Huffington
Post and has appeared on national news programs and in
an episode of the HBO series How to Make It in America.
Despite his success, Greg says he’s humbled by
his mainstream appeal and recognition. Last year,
he was named Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the
Year in the New England e-commerce category. He
has been selected as one of the 25 most influential
entrepreneurs under age 35 in the U.S. He was
invited to participate in a White House summit
for young business leaders, and he formed the
nonprofit Future Boston Alliance, which is dedicated
to advancing the creative economy in Boston.
As passionate as he remains about business, Greg
is equally enthusiastic about giving others the tools to
succeed. He hopes to create a venture fund to invest in other
entrepreneurial companies, letting Karmaloop live up to its name.

“Being a student is temporary,
but my Rollins education 

will last a lifetime.
Just like the students before me, I’m fortunate to
pass the torch to the next generation.”
Becca Juntunen ’13
Rollins philanthropist

Becca is a graduating senior
and first-time annual donor to
the College. Regardless of your
stage in life, there’s a giving
opportunity that’s right for you.
Help Rollins graduates change
the world. To learn more, visit
rollins.edu/giving or call
407-646-2221.
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If you chose mostly 1s

The Serial Networker

Q

What is someone most likely to find in your home office?
1. The latest edition of The Wall Street Journal—a copy of Dale Carnegie’s How to Win
Friends and Influence People—your laptop screen showing a list of LinkedIn contacts
2. A framed print of Jackson Pollock’s Lavender Mist—a worn copy of Hamlet—
a digital playlist for Wagner’s The Ring Cycle
3. A stack of RSVP cards—a framed photo of you and your friends—the latest “it”
novel everyone is talking about
4. Multiple computers—a copy of Akira Kurosawa’s The Hidden Fortress—a pair of
safety goggles
5. A Rollins coaster—a business letter from your favorite charity—a cup of fresh,
fair-trade coffee

Q

You’re in the mood to read some new biographies. 
Which intrigues you most?
1. Richard Branson—Mary Kay Ash—Mark Zuckerberg
2. Immanuel Kant—Toni Morrison—Maria Callas
3. Gloria Vanderbilt—Andy Warhol—Wallis Simpson
4. Isaac Newton—Charles Darwin—H.G. Wells
5. Andrew Carnegie—Mother Teresa—Martin Luther King Jr.

Q

You have a chance to enter in one of five trip giveaways.
Which do you choose?
1. China, including a tour of Shanghai’s growing business district, Pudong
2. Italy, including a culinary class in Tuscany
3. Ireland, including a group pub crawl through Dublin
4. Switzerland, including a tour of the Large Hadron Collider near Geneva
5. Ecuador, including a hands-on opportunity at a Galápagos farm community

Q

When you were a student, where would your friends most
likely find you on a Friday night?
1. Out and about with your fellow Greeks or Tars teammates
2. B rowsing through the latest CFAM exhibit
3. At the liveliest party on campus
4. Playing darts at the pub while discussing string theory
5. In a café or your dorm room, organizing upcoming service projects

You’re a natural when it comes to problem-solving and an
expert at teaming up with the right people who can help.
You’re an optimist who sees potential where others may not.
Get involved at Rollins by attending Alumni Career Network
events, becoming a career mentor to current Rollins
students, and building your social connections through
alumniconnect.rollins.edu, facebook.com/rollinsalumni,
bit.ly/rollinslinkedin, and the Rollins Alumni Network app—
available for Apple and Android products this spring.

If you chose mostly 2s

The Culture Vulture
You’re the epitome of a lifelong learner. You have a taste
for sophistication, and you’re always open to new learning
experiences. Get involved at Rollins by visiting the Cornell
Fine Arts Museum, attending a lecture through the Winter
Park Institute and Winter With the Writers, and taking
in a performance at the Annie Russell Theatre and the
Bach Festival Society. And be sure to enjoy the new
accommodations of The Alfond Inn at Rollins (opening
fall 2013). You can also hear from current faculty at Rollins
Off Campus events in a city near you, and indulge in an
international excursion through the Alumni Travel Program.

If you chose mostly 3s

The Social Butterfly
Being around people energizes you. You probably have a top
score on the emotional IQ chart, and you certainly have a high
level of cultural literacy. Get involved at Rollins by attending
Regional Alumni Club events, and volunteering and using
your people-skills to promote special Rollins events, and be
sure to attend Alumni Weekend, the largest alumni event
of the year. Check out facebook.com/rollinsalumni and
pinterest.com/rollinscollege.

If you chose mostly 4s

The Bush Baby
You have a heightened understanding and interest in how
things work. From astronomy to tracking the efficiency of
the irrigation system in your backyard, you have a powerful
knowledge of math and the sciences. Stay connected at
Rollins by engaging with Rollins’ top faculty at Rollins Off
Campus events, and consider being a career mentor to
current students. Be sure to come back to campus after fall
2013 to have coffee and conversations in the atrium of the
newly opened and redesigned Archibald Granville Bush
Science Center.

If you chose mostly 5s

The ChangeMaker

Q

If you could take a class at Rollins today, which would 
you choose?
1. INB 390: International Advertising and Promotions
2. ARH 335: Rome in the Age of Caravaggio
3. COM 220: Interpersonal Communications
4. CMS 430: Artificial Intelligence
5. PHI 308: Philosophy of Politics and Poverty

You’re passionate for a cause and eager to help out, even
when the going gets tough. You’re in good company—the
Rollins community continues to be a leader in equipping
students to drive social change. One easy way to help
Rollins achieve its mission is through a gift to the College. If
you want to leave an indelible mark through a more handson opportunity, join your local Regional Alumni Club’s
committee to coordinate service-learning opportunities in
your area.
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Herma Jefferys ’34

February 6, 2012
Jeanette Lichtenstein Lynch ’37

January 11, 2013
Warren C. Hume ’39 ’70H

November 12, 2012
Virginia Lagerman Lingerfelt ’41

July 11, 2012
Wallace N. MacBriar Jr. ’41

August 31, 2012
Jane Fairchild Caudill ’42

Ivy Camp Bitzer ’53

Terry A. Williams ’65

Ernest C. Popplein ’71

January 27, 2013

December 14, 2012

June 8, 2012

Alfred E. Harper ’53

Arthur J. Johanson ’66MBA

Richard J. Waugh ’71

December 18, 2012

August 25, 2012

June 26, 2012

Thomas C. Nelson ’53

Glenna Sizemore Bennett ’66MAT

Elizabeth West Brown ’71MAT

February 2, 2013

February 3, 2013

Maryan Rising Alleman ’53

Betsey Ellis Howle ’67

January 16, 2013

August 13, 2012

September 16, 2012

Barbara Bebout Farley ’54

Floyd S. Faucette ’67MBA

Erwin Allen Schubert ’72

August 31, 2012

October 11, 2012

Virginia Darwin Sellner ’54

Jan B. Gray ’67

October 24, 2012

December 18, 2012

Patricia L. McCamey ’54

Benjamin L. Abberger ’43

September 5, 2012

July 29, 2012
Mary Anthony Smith ’44

July 19, 2012
Walter C. Beard ’44

November 29, 2012
Margaret Hult Wilson ’44

June 6, 2012
Jean Otey Beard ’44

August 26, 2012
Ann Brinkman Hodge ’45

January 11, 2013
Shirley Riddle Cucuel ’45

Rebecca Strickland Pernice ’54

December 6, 2012
Sara Whitten Engelbert ’54

November 12, 2012
Raymond W. Ihndris ’55

March 12, 2012
Thomas C. Leclere ’55

December 18, 2012

Phyllis Myers ’67MAT

September 24, 2012
Harry C. Pape ’67

November 24, 2012
Carla Renner Cossairt ’67MAT

September 3, 2012
John E. Colbert ’68MAT

February 8, 2013
Clarissa E. McQuade ’68MED

Charles E. Wood ’71HH

January 7, 2013
James A. Burnette ’73 ’74MBA

September 9, 2012
James S. Flankey ’73MBA

October 9, 2012
Rhoda Janes Kilbourn ’73MED

September 19, 2012
F. Larry Maddison ’73

August 8, 2012
Jill Pelaez ’73HH ’76MAT

July 2, 2012
Ruth B. Santomassino ’73HH

June 23, 2012

July 14, 2012

October 24, 2012

Davey L. Robinson ’55

Charles E. Miller ’68HH

Joseph M. Babb ’74

January 31, 2013

December 26, 2012

August 8, 2012

Dennis Folken ’56

Richard B. Myers ’68

Richard D. Crain ’74 ’76MBA

May 29, 2012

August 6, 2012

Gloria Hall Mitchell ’56

William F. O’Dell ’68HH ’70MBA

December 28, 2012
Martha McCord Weathers ’47

June 23, 2012

July 25, 2012

October 15, 2012

November 17, 2012

Donald L. Cobb ’58

Joseph M. Verlander ’68HH

November 19, 2012
Arthur E. Grindle ’74MBA 
P’80MBA P’74MBA

June 10, 2012
Willie E. Shirley ’74MED

September 2, 2012

November 21, 2012

Charles B. Doyle ’59

Frank C. Kovacik ’69HH

February 1, 2013

August 30, 2012

Gerrit C. Verburg ’60

Sonia T. Richardson ’69HH

June 2, 2012

February 1, 2013

Howard “Bruce” Greene II ’62

Richard C. Bessey ’70

September 20, 2012

September 4, 2012

Bruce G. Southworth ’62

Macallister Merritt ’70MAT

September 28, 2012

August 16, 2012

Margaret Dickson Roberts ’63

David J. Neiman ’70 ’71MBA

August 15, 2012

August 8, 2012

Frank R. Dunnill ’63

Paul R. Adams ’71MED

December 16, 2012

September 11, 2012

Gloria Hicks Gill ’63MAT

Floyd E. Brigham ’71HH

August 4, 2012

July 31, 2012

October 16, 2012

Nancy Fry Sholley ’50

Robert J. May ’63

Albert P. Buck ’71HH

September 21, 2012

July 28, 2012

June 9, 2012

Sally L. Hidey ’50

Richard A. Moore ’63 ’66MBA

Jack R. George ’71

July 31, 2012

September 6, 2012

June 29, 2012

Edmund R. Okoniewski ’51

William A. Braunsdorf ’64HH

Edward E. Havill ’71MBA

Theodore B. Collins ’78HH

July 7, 2012

August 18, 2012

July 17, 2012

Jean Mora Hodge ’52

Jon W. Zabel ’64

Elna Hendrix Hollowell ’71HH

Kenneth E. Soler ’78HH

July 5, 2012

June 10, 2012

November 21, 2012

September 10, 2012

James L. Brass ’53

David J. Etzold ’65MBA

William E. Maloney ’71MAT

Ocie Tatum ’78HH

July 26, 2012

November 6, 2012

August 24, 2012

November 2, 2012

Jacqueline Brown Williams ’48

November 12, 2012
William R. Custer ’48

November 14, 2012
Bert E. Roper ’48

July 4, 2012
Robert N. Fitzwater ’49

August 8, 2012
William F. Koch ’49

June 16, 2012
Zelda Sheketoff Gersten ’49

September 5, 2012
Lois Stevens Brice ’49

October 2, 2012
Robert W. Arbogast ’50

August 31, 2012
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November 9, 2012
Carolyn Thomas Prince ’74MBA

October 11, 2012
John C. Andrews’75HH ’78MSCJ

August 2, 2012
Joseph H. Daly ’75HH ’77MBA

October 4, 2012
Richard M. Edenfield ’75HH

August 2, 2012
Robert J. Smith ’75HH

September 4, 2012
Conrada Johnson Hill ’77HH

August 27, 2012
Marie Phelan Troseth ’77HH

August 8, 2012
Charles S. Stopford ’77HH

October 12, 2012
Frances Bethea Ollen ’78MED

December 1, 2012

Peggy Weiss ’78HH

July 15, 2012

F a c u l t y & S t a ff

Robert C. Emerson ’79MSCJ

Kevin Gray, a visiting

January 7, 2013

assistant professor of

Sarita Brown Johnson ’80MAT

theater and dance, passed

October 15, 2012

away on February 12, 2013.

Barbara A. Kelsey ’80MA

During his time at Rollins,

November 30, 2012

he directed the musicals

Nancy Ann Shaw ’80

Grease and Cabaret at the

August 13, 2012

Annie Russell Theatre and

J. Thomas Rocker ’80MBA

was the stage director for

July 29, 2012

the opera Hansel and Gretel.

Jane Bowie Mattson ’81

January 1, 2013
Sharyn E. O’Connor ’81HH

June 3, 2012
Robert L. Bryan ’83MBA

August 21, 2012
William C. Coleman ’83MBA

December 13, 2012
Edward F. Danowitz ’83H P’75

Warren Hume ’39 ’70H passed away on November
11, 2012. For more than 30 years, Hume served as trustee of
the College and was named an honorary trustee in 2009. He
was a recipient of the Distinguished Alumnus Award in 1987,
and he was presented an Honorary Degree of Letters from

January 24, 2013

the College in 1970.

Robert Stanley Bell ’84HH

To read more, visit rollins.edu/magazine.

December 31, 2012
Marilyn C. Lang ’85

December 30, 2012

Rebecca Cordray,

Peggy Frome Wilkins ’85MED

a Rollins employee since

December 24, 2012
Hazel Hamilton Smith ’85

June 21, 2012
Mary P. Palma ’86HH

October 6, 2012
Wendell T. Watts ’89

September 21, 2012
Todd A. Hilbers ’93

2005, passed away on
February 20, 2013. She
served as coordinator of
records and registration for
the graduate counseling
and education programs in
the Hamilton Holt School.

June 25, 2012

Hallie Hallam, a professor of art history

Winston B. Miller ’93

from 1966–2005, passed away on October 10, 2012.

June 23, 2012

An avid quiltmaker, Hallam organized an exhibition

Mary Lee Moffatt ’95HH

of early American quilts at the Cornell Fine Arts

July 22, 2012
Kevin R. Tyjeski ’95MBA

February 6, 2013
Elizabeth C. Kingsbury ’97MLS

Edward
Danowitz passed
Danowitz joined Rollins

Leslie A. O’Connor ’97

in 1971 as an assistant

December 20, 2012

professor of Spanish and

Brian S. Hanson ’99

switched to Russian a year

Candie A.Ryser ’99MBA

December 3, 2012
Margery Satterfield Graham
’00HH

October 27, 2012
Cindy J. Langdale-McLeod ’01HH

July 1, 2012

generations of her family.

away on January 24, 2013.

January 8, 2013

September 25, 2012

Museum in 1984 that included pieces from five

later—a title he would hold
until he retired in 1983. In
1975, he was recognized
for his many contributions
to the College when he

Kevin Tyjeski
passed away on
February 6, 2013. For
10 years, he served as
an adjunct instructor of
environmental studies
and civic urbanism in the
Hamilton Holt School.

was designated an Arthur
Vining Davis Fellow.

rollins.edu | 41

Connected for LIFE

Alumni Weekend

2014
Mar
21–23

FIAT LUX SOCIETY
On February 1, 2013, Fiat Lux Society members who participate
in the President’s Leadership Council attended a reception and
dinner on campus.
PHOTOS BY SCOTT COOK

Save the Date

All
alumni
are
welcome
back!
Member John Meyers ’94 ’96MBA and friend Nick
Panagakis ’94

Class Reunions
All classes ending in “4” or “9”

Affinity Reunions
Swimming
Sailing
30th anniversary
Phi Delta Theta
80th anniversary

The Sandspur
120th anniversary
Science Alumni
Biochemistry, Biology,
Chemistry, Physics

Student
Government
Association
110th anniversary

Members Steve Urquhart ’01 (center) and wife
Micha Schwappach with friend Bill MacLean ’76

rollins.edu/alumniweekend
facebook.com/rollinsalumni

Member Tony Wilner ’82

The Fiat Lux Society honors Rollins’ most generous benefactors
who provide annual gifts to the College. To learn about membership

To learn about volunteer opportunities, contact
the Office of Alumni Relations at 800-799-ALUM 

opportunities, contact Director of The Rollins Fund Garrett J. Preisser ’05
at 407-646-2246 or gpreisser@rollins.edu.

or reunion@rollins.edu.

Rollins Off Campus

in Tampa, FL

The Florida Aquarium • December 11, 2012
Sponsored by the Rollins Alumni Association,
Rollins Off Campus offers alumni and parents
engaging learning experiences with top faculty in
Regional Alumni Club locations nationwide.
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Faculty speakers Associate Professor
of Biology Kathryn Sutherland
and Associate Professor of Art Rachel
Simmons ’97 with Heather Rudolph ’97

Chad Boston ’12, Peter Calhoun,
and Erin Dickerson ’09

Regional Alumni Clubs
Colorado

Cincinnati

Atlanta

Boston

Los Angeles

Washington, D.C.
Central Florida

New York

Atlanta

Colorado

Greater Cincinnati

New York

Ed Danowitz ’75, Bobby Reich ’77,
and Pete Goodrich ’88 celebrated the
holiday season at the Piedmont Room
in Atlanta on December 12, 2012.

Trustee Jim Chanin ’87, Rockies
Executive Vice President/Chief
Baseball Officer & General Manager
Dan O’Dowd ’81, trustee David
Lord ’69 ’71 MBA , and alumni board
member Susan Douglass Quirk ’78
’79 watched the Colorado Rockies
take on the San Francisco Giants in
the Owner’s Suite at Coors Field on
September 11, 2012.

Ann Griffith O’Connor ’87, Rashmi
Adi-Brown ’87, Chuck Ellinger ’87,
and alumni board member Lee
Saufley Phillips ’87 at the Keeneland
racing event on October 19, 2012.

Christopher McCauley ’11 and
Margaret DeWees ’10 at the Muse
Hotel for the Rollins Club of New
York Fall Social on October 18, 2012.

Boston
Members of the Rollins Club of Boston
enjoyed a cruise on the Boston Harbor
on September 15, 2012.

Central Florida
Laura Lapointe Weckerle ’07 and
Allie Ng ’08 ’09 MBA at the Young
Alumni Jingle Mingle at Cocina 214
on December 12, 2012.

Washington, D.C.
Los Angeles
Corey Berman ’12, Milton Stanson ’49,
and regional council member Scott
DuPont ’87 at the Rollins Club of Los
Angeles Premiere Event, which was
held at the Hollywood Roosevelt
Hotel on November 10, 2012.

Kirk Wiles ’76, Julia McNally-Wiles,
Bill Ryland, and Jackson Ryland ’12
at Nationals Park for the Washington
Nationals vs. Los Angeles Dodgers
on September 19, 2012.
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The LAST WORD

A Midsummer
Night’s Passion
I am passionate about many
things—creativity, words, love,
nature. But I wonder if I would
have pursued my passion for
writing if not for a class I took
at Rollins, where one teacher
showed me what it means
to live our passions out loud,
regardless of what others think.
It was my sophomore year, and I was concerned about
receiving good grades. I doubted whether to take Alan
Nordstrom’s Shakespeare course since so few students received
an A, but I thought an understanding of Shakespeare was a
requirement for anyone interested in pursuing, well, anything.

by Alexandra Heather Foss ’05 | illustration by Ana Bagayan

The course started off regularly enough, but I soon realized
that Dr. Nordstrom’s approach to education was different. He
seemed called to teaching. Each day, he shared his knowledge
not just through lectures but with handouts of his own poetic
prose—the way Shakespeare did. He demanded more than
papers and tests, challenging us to become artists of our
own. We were encouraged to understand ourselves, both
as students and as individuals of a much larger whole.
My favorite memories are when we left the classroom entirely
for the courtyard of Orlando Hall, where the sitting area served as
a stage, allowing students to become Puck, Ophelia, Prospero, and
Hamlet. We took our books outside, to the place they had been
born as trees and thoughts and fairies dancing on a midsummer
night’s breeze, and we sang out prose from our hearts as it was
lyrically intended: “Not marble, nor the gilded monuments / Of
princes, shall outlive this powerful rhyme” were words that stuck
to my thoughts like molasses, and as I stared at century-old walls, I
wondered if Shakespeare had been right in his poetic prophecy.
I was scared to stand on this stage of uncertainty and speak to
the world, but surrounded by my fellow students and calmed by Dr.
Nordstrom’s smiling demeanor, I felt more confident. Maybe not to
be myself fully (that has come with time), but to be present, to get
excited. I cracked open Shakespeare’s tome and out came a voice—
mine—though I was playing the part of another.
There are many ways of teaching, but I believe Alan Nordstrom’s
Shakespeare course was so challenging because he demanded the
kind of devotion that one might call passion—passion for words,
yes, but also for life. He insisted on respect for what it means to
really live.
Over the years, I have both retreated into my art and found
myself through it, so that when I write now, there is no struggle in
finding my voice. I hope I make words—my passion—come alive
the way Dr. Nordstrom taught me that they could. Sometimes I
worry whether my words will allow me to earn enough to live on. I
fear how my writing may be received, whether my rawest moments
will have an audience as I search for a home for my words. Most
of the time, the process is beautiful. When all that is left of me
is the spirit of what I once was, it will be these words that carry
me forward. I am grateful to Rollins for honing my craft, and for
teachers like Dr. Nordstrom for paving the way. We are not yet
ghosts like Shakespeare, and for that reason we all could use an Alan
Nordstrom in our lives, showing us what it means to live a dream.

Alexandra Heather Foss ’05 is a freelance writer, a photographer, and an adventurer. Her writing has been published in The New York Times Sunday Review,
and she is a regular contributor to the website Owning Pink. Her article “Finding Beauty in Your Scars,” which appeared on the website Tiny Buddha, will be
published in a forthcoming book. When she is not wandering the globe in search of inspiration, she can be found at home, working toward fulfilling her dream
of becoming a novelist.
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